A record number of 558 men, women and children entered the 7th Annual Boxing Day run, which went ahead despite the snowy conditions – and everyone arrived on the morning to be greeted by really quite pleasant sunshine.
The walker’s class started first – marching off in to the sunshine at the start of their 2.5 miles.

The U13s were the next to go, started by a Penguin and Darth Vader who’d popped in to keep an eye on proceedings. The U13s race (with the U11s and U9s in the same event) is run over two laps of the recreation ground, covering around 1000m. From the village our U11 boys James Brackenbury, James Moffat and Ben Wetherill set the pace, with Ben pulling through to finish ahead of James’ B and M. Ben’s time of 4:34 bettered his own U11 Pirtonian’s course record by 10 seconds. In the girls U11, Mairead Cashin just pipped Emily Simmons on the run in and Maisie-Jane Betts came in 3rd. Mairead also set a new U11 girl’s course record of 4:57. The U9 girls were led home by Madeline Hurley who also set a new course record of 5:16.
The main race followed a different route because of the snow – round and round the rec then up and back down Ley Green Hill. At the whistle, Zach Whitelaw led the way for the first few strides before being swallowed up by the ranks of club runners. Gregor Lloyd-Smith (once of the village) had flown in from sunny America to take part in the race and for a while stuck with the leaders – but the slippery and snowy conditions were not what he was used to and he dropped back to finish 3rd. Dil Wetherill started slow but accelerated up the snowy hill and went on to finish 10th overall and first home for the village. M50 Stewart Bryant and M35 Ed Manson were 2nd and 3rd Pirtonians. For the ladies, FU14 Caroline Willis came back first for the village and in 95th place overall. Next home were Sheila Brooks and Rachel Watson who both finished in the top half of the field.

The Under 7s ran their 500m single lap of the field while the main race was away battling through the snow. A number of 7 year olds joined in with the Under 7s and set fast times (Luke Narroway ran 2:24), but were non-competitive in this race. Of the Under 7s proper, Alex Wetherill came back first for the village and 3rd overall – smashing his own Pirtonian course record by more than 20 seconds to finish in 2:29. When interviewed afterwards about the reason for his improvement he said “I wanted to try hard this year”. He was chased home by George Simmons in 2:34. The Under 7s girls were led home by Ella Starling in 2:53, followed by Isabelle Hurley and Holly Roberts. Oliver Scott and Luke Scovell also ran really well.
In the Under 5s, Rebecca Scott ran superbly to finish nearly 90 seconds faster than last year in 3:31, adding the Under 5 villager’s record to her Under 3 best mark. Rebecca will be eligible to run the Under 5s again next year, so records may tumble again. Skye Simmons completed a haul of silver medals for the Simmons siblings. Ben Watson, Oliver Scott and Oscar Easterbrook took the podium for the Under 5 boys and William Hurley – our only Under 3 finisher – stuck to his guns in the snowy and slippery conditions and finished in 8:16.

The Boxing Day Run is made special by the volunteers and supporters who turn out in numbers on the day. On behalf of all the runners a big “thank you” to them for their hard work and support. When you’ve run the best part of 3 miles through mud, snow and sludge a friendly shout really does help you get to the line (even if you don’t have the energy to acknowledge it at the time!).
