425 men, women and children took part in the Boxing Day 2008 Buntingford Brewery 3.2 cross country race, the Setter Play Equipment children’s fun runs and the Priority Print Preamble walk. From the finish photographs and the comments we’ve received, it would seem that 425 people enjoyed themselves immensely.

The run of the day award should certainly go to Jack Batham of Stopsley Striders, who set a new course record in the M80 class, by virtue of being the first 80 year old to complete the course (in a sprightly 49:05). The award for “best nativity scene” should also go to Jack’s team mates who completed the 3.2 miles dressed up as angels, shepherds, wise men and a star.
The runs are competitive at the front, but there are equally important battles all the way through the field. Friends and families fight it out over the 3.2 miles in their own special competitions. The Gallagher brothers compete in their annual “Gallop” and elder sibling David secured what he describes as “a years bragging rights” in the 2008 race. Paul and Stephen finished within a couple of minutes though, so with a bit of training, who knows who’ll win next year.
The Under 11s and Under 9s had a longer 1km course this year, completing 2 laps of the recreation ground. Pirton’s two Zachs (Whitelaw and Gbadebo) were first to the edge of the field, but couldn’t keep up the pace and paid dearly for their early enthusiasm as they fell back through the placings. At the bell, eventual winner Thomas Sewell, had a lead of 10m over Under 9 Karl Whittaker, which he went on to stretch to a 10s winning margin. Both boys set very good inaugural course records of 4:06 and 4:16 in the U11 and U9 classes respectively. Anna Marlow ran a very well paced run, not getting caught up in the excitement of the start and finishing first U11 girl and 4th overall in 4:33.
Tom Canham ran a super second lap to move up from the chasing pack to 3rd overall. Toby Brown dropped back from the leaders on the 2nd lap, but pulled a place back in his sprint finish with Ben Wetherill.
U9 Molly Rackham was first in her class in 4:46, starting slowly and steadily moving through the field. Race regulars James and Emily Moffatt were 2nd under 9 boy and 3rd under 11 girl respectively.
After the U11 race, the main race got underway, with the runners completing two laps of the recreation ground cheered on by the spectators. The organisers had a moment of panic when a number of spectators were found to be standing on the race course - with the leaders headed straight towards them at speed. Fortunately disaster was narrowly averted and everyone moved out of the way in time.
When the main race left the field, the U7s race of a single 500m lap of the field could start. The 40 competitors completed their orchestrated warm up routine and got down to the serious business of racing.  At the whistle, the excitement of the build up was too much for Imogen Harper and she set off like a little rocket. Kristin Knight started well, overtook Imogen on the first corner and led the race the whole way home to beat the course record by a massive 6 seconds in 2:23. Craig Revels tucked in behind Kristin and followed her home to finish 2nd overall. Local girl Lizzie Rowe paced it well to finish 4th. Luke Revels finished 5th overall and 3rd boy behind his big brother. Unfortunately, we can’t identify the boy who came 3rd overall as he wasn’t wearing his number.
In the Under 5s Sam Tonge took the honours in 3:12, with Tom Chandler and James Lancaster in 2nd and 3rd. In the girls Under 5s Evie Turner, Ellie Callis and Maria Knight all finished within 10 seconds of one another, with Evie finishing in 3:34.
The Under 3s race is often dogged by controversy, with runners cutting corners, being carried by parents etc., but this year’s winner Maxwell Carter stuck to the full course and did it all under his own steam, finishing in a new world best time of 3:58 – nearly half a minute faster than the previous record. 2nd placed George Hill was carried for a significant portion of the course, but 3rd placed Rebecca Scott shunned offers of a helping motherly hand and “did it for herself” to be the first girl home in 4:57.
Meanwhile, in the main race Graham Breen (Aldershot & Farnham), who’d led the race from the first lap, pulled away from everyone else and cruised home in 17:20. The footpaths and bridleways were dry and fast this year, but Graham didn’t have any real competition to push him along, so the course record of 17:03 stands for another year. There was, however a real battle for the men’s minor placings. Richard Bate (Fairlands Valley Spartans) completed the first lap ahead of Jim Webb (LUUCC) and Ollie Saville (North Herts), with M40 Adrian Wadsworth (Ampthill & Flitwick) leading the chasing pack. Adrian was hoping to beat the M40 course record and having gone off too fast in previous races, was taking a more measured pace this time round. 
At the top of the hill (and just past half way) Graham was out by himself, but only a few seconds separated Richard still holding on to 2nd place, Andrew Mynott  in 3rd (who’d pulled away from the chasing pack on the uphill stretch)  and Jim in 4th. Ollie had dropped back in to the chasing pack.
In the long tunnel-like stretch of Hambridge Way, Richard was overtaken by both Andrew and Jim and although he was chasing down Jim in the last lap of the field, he couldn’t quite manage to take a place back again. Adrian ran strongly in the second half of the race, but was disappointed to finish just outside the M40 record. 

In the senior women’s race, Gemma Sargent (FVS Tri) came home 1st in 23:01, closely followed by team mate Kate Turner. Paula Downing (W40) took 3rd place.

In the main race age classes, apart from the M80 run from Jack Batham, new men’s course records were set by Ewan Frolich (U9) in 28:44, Tom Stead (breaking his own U13 record) in 21:02, Josef Rivers (U15) in 20:11 and David Olney (M45) in 19:28.
Caroline Willis is no stranger to the course record table and appears again in the ’08 listings with a best time for U13 of 26:26, which is now the course record for all ages up to U20. Apart from Caroline, the only other woman to enter the record table this year was Helen Newman, who set a new W55 best of 31:02.

Particular thanks this year go to North Herts district council, whose grant assisted with the provision of the event shelter and the portaloos and to BBC Three Counties Radio who featured live reports from the race and interviews with some of those taking part.
The 7th annual Boxing Day Run will be on the same day 2009. See you there!

